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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
One year of vaccines: Many lives saved, many needlessly lost 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 

AP Medical Writer 

One year ago, the biggest vaccination drive in American 
history began with a flush of excitement in an otherwise 
gloomy December. Trucks loaded with freezer-packed 
vials of a COVID-19 vaccine that had proved wildly suc- 
cessful in clinical trials fanned out across the land, bring- 
ing shots that many hoped would spell the end of the 
crisis. 

That hasn't happened. A year later, foo many Americans 
remain unvaccinated and too many are dying. 

The nation’s COVID-19 death toll stands at around 800,000 
as the anniversary of the U.S. vaccine rollout arrives. A 
year ago It stood at 300,000. An untold number of lives, 
perhaps tens of thousands, have been saved by vacci- 
nation. But what might have been a time to celebrate a 
scientific achievement is fraught with discord and mourn- 
ING. 

National Institutes of Health Director Francis Collins said 
scientists and health officials may have underestimated 
how the spread of misinformation could hobble the “as- 
tounding achievement” of the vaccines. 

“Deaths continue ... most of them unvaccinated, most of 


Me een ee spices eOmmieD es). SOIC Wel 16 Sandra Lindsay, left, a nurse at Long Island Jewish Medical Center, is inoculated with the Pfizer 
them information that was categorically wrong and dan- — ¢ovip-19 vaccine by Dr. Michelle Chester, in the Queens borough of New York, on Dec. 14, 2020. 
gerous,” Collins said. Lindsay was the first person in the country to get a COVID-19 vaccine shot. 

Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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One year of vaccines: Many lives saved, many needlessly lost 





People hold signs as 


several 





hundred = anti-mandate 


demonstrators rally outside the Capitol during a special 
legislative session considering bills targeting COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates, Nov. 16, 2021, in Tallahassee, Fla. 


Continued from Front 


Developed and rolled out 
at blistering soeed, the vac- 
cines have proved incred- 
ibly safe and highly effec- 
tive at preventing deaths 
and hospitalizations. Un- 
vaccinated people have 
a 14 times higher risk of 
dying compared fo fully 
vaccinated people, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimated 
based on available data 
from September. 

Their effectiveness has held 
Up for the most part, allow- 
ing schools to reopen, res- 
taurants fo welcome diners 
and families to gather for 
the holidays. At last count, 
95% of Americans 65 and 
older had had at least one 
shot. 

“In terms of scientific, OUb- 
lic health and logistical 
achievements, this is in the 
same category as put- 
ting a man on the moon,” 
said Dr. David Dowdy, an 
infectious-disease  epide- 
miologist at Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health. 

The vaccines’ first year has 
been rocky with the disap- 
pointment of breakthrough 
infections, the political strife 
over mandates and, now, 
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worries about whether the 
mutant omicron will evade 
protection. 

Despite all that, Dowdy 
said, “we’re going to look 
back and say the vaccines 
were a huge success story.” 
On the very day that an 
eager nation began roll- 
ing up its sleeves, Dec. 14, 
2020, the U.S. death toll 
from COVID-19 hit 300,000. 
And deaths were running 
at an average of more 
than 2,500 a day and ris- 
ing fast, worse than what 
the country witnessed dur- 
ing the harrowing spring of 
2020, when New York City 
was the epicenter of the 
U.S. outbreak. 

By late February total 
U.S. deaths had crossed 
500,000, but the daily death 
count was plummeting 
from the horrible heights of 
early January. With hopes 
rising in early March, some 
states began reopening, 
lifting mask mandates and 
limits on indoor dining. 
Former President Donald 
Trump assured his support- 
ers during a Fox News inter- 
view that the vaccine was 
safe and urged them to 
get it. 

But by June, with the threat 
from COVID-19 seemingly 
fading, demand for vac- 


cines had _ slipped and 
states and companies had 
turned to incentives fo try 
to restore interest in vacci- 
nation. 

It was too little, too late. 
Delta, a highly contagious 
mutated form of corona- 
virus, had silently arrived 
and had begun fo spread 
quickly, finding plenty of 
unvaccinated victims. 
“You have to be almost 
perfect almost all the time 
to beat this virus,” said An- 
drew Noymer, a_ public 
health professor at the Uni- 
versity of California, Irvine. 
“The vaccine alone is not 
causing the pandemic to 
crash back to Earth.” 

One of the great missed 
opportunities of the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic is the 
shunning of vaccination by 
many Americans. 

This fall, Rachel MckKib- 
bens, 45, lost her father and 
brother to COVID-19. Both 
had refused the protection 
of vaccination because 
they believed false conspir- 
acy theories that the shots 
contained poison. 

“What an embarrassment 
of a tragedy,” MckKibbens 
said. “It didn’t have to be 
this way.” 

More than 228,500 Ameri- 
cans have died from CO- 
VID-19 since April 19, the 
date when all U.S. adults 
were eligible to be vacci- 
nated. That's about 29% of 
the count since the first U.S. 
coronavirus deaths were 
recorded in February 2020, 
according to an Associat- 
ed Press analysis. 

In all, two states — Florida 
and Texas — contributed 
more than 52,000 deaths 
since that date. Alaska, 
Hawaii, Oregon, Wyoming 
and Idaho also saw outsize 
death tolls after mid-April. 
Red states were more likely 
than blue states fo have 
greater than average 
death tolls since then. 

“| see the U.S. as being in 


camps,” Noymer said. “The 
vaccines have become a 
litmus test for trust in gov- 
ernment.” 

Wyoming and West Vir- 
ginia, the states with the 
highest vote percentages 
for Donald Trump in 2016, 
have recorded about 50% 
of their total COVID-19 
deaths since all adults were 
declared eligible for the 
vaccine in those states. In 
Oklahoma, nearly 60% of 
COVID-19 deaths occurred 
after all adults were vac- 
cine-eligible. 

There are exceptions: No- 
tably, Hawaii and Oregon 
are the only Joe Biden-sup- 
porting states where more 
than half of the COVID-19 
deaths came after shots 
were thrown open fo alll 
adults. North Dakota and 
South Dakota — both ar- 
dent Trump states — have 
kept their share of deaths 
after the vaccine became 
available across the board 
to under 25%. 

California has seen more 
than 15,000 COVID-19 
deaths since the state 
opened eligibility fo all 
adults in mid-April. McKib- 
bens’ father and brother 
died in Santa Ana, Califor- 
nia, in their shared home. 
MckKibbens pieced togeth- 
er what happened from 
text messages on her broth- 
er’s phone. 

Some of the texts she read 
after his death, including 
back-and-forth messages 
with a cousin who cited 
TikTok as the source of bad 
advice. 

“My brother did not seek 
medical attention for my 
dad,” keeping him lying 
on his back, even as his 
breathing began to sound 
like a broken-down motor, 
said MckKibbens, who lives 
across the country in Roch- 
ester, New York. 

Her father, Pete Camacho, 
died Oct. 22 at age 6/7. 
MckKibbens flew to Califor- 


nia to helo with arrange- 
ments. Her brother was sick, 
too, but “he refused fo let 
me into the house because 
he said | shed coronavirus 
because | was vaccinat- 
ed,” MckKibbens recalled. 
“It was a strange new belief 
| had never heard before.” 
A friend found her brother's 
body after noticing food 
deliveries untouched on 
the porch. Peter Cama- 
cho, named for his father, 
died Nov. 8 at age 44. 

“For me to have lost two- 
thirds of my family, it just lev- 
els you,” McKibbens said. 
Important advice came 
too late for some. Seven 
months pregnant and un- 
vaccinated, Tamara Alves 
Rodriguez tested positive 
for the coronavirus Aug. 9. 
Two days later, with many 
pregnant women falling se- 
riously ill, U.S. health officials 
strengthened their gQuid- 
ance to urge all mothers- 
to-be to get vaccinated. 
Rodriguez had tried to get 
vaccinated weeks ear- 
lier but was told at a phar- 
macy she needed autho- 
rization from her doctor. 
“She never returned,” said 
her sister, Tanya Alves of 
Weston, Florida. 

Six days after testing posi- 
tive, Rodriguez had to 
have a breathing tube in- 
serted down her throat at 
a hospital near her home in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Her 
baby girl was delivered by 
emergency cesarean sec- 
tion Aug. 16. 

The young mother never 
held her child. Rodriguez 
died Oct. 30 at age 24. She 
left behind her husband, 
two other children and an 
extended family. 

She urges others to get 
vaccinated: “lf you would 
know the terror of being 
hospitalized or having a 
loved one there ... if people 
would know, they would 
be afraid of this instead of 
fearing the vaccine.” LJ 
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Harris unveils plan for electric vehicle charging network 


By MATTHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration re- 
leased an ambitious feder- 
al strategy Monday fo build 
500,000 charging stations 
for electric vehicles across 
the country and bring 
down the cost of electric 
cars with the goal of trans- 
forming the U.S. auto indus- 
try. 

“The future of transpor- 
tation in our nation and 
around the world is elec- 
tric,’’ Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris said at an EV 
charging facility in subur- 
ban Maryland. 

The $1 trillion infrastructure 
law President Joe Biden 
signed last month authoriz- 
es a nationwide network of 
charging stations and sets 
aside $5 billion for states to 
build them, including $63 
million for Maryland. The 
law also provides an addi- 
tional $2.5 billion for local 
grants to support charging 
stations in rural areas and 
in disadvantaged commuvu- 
nities. 

Biden's $2 trillion social and 
environmental policy bill, 
now pending in the Sen- 
ate, includes a $7,500 tax 
credit to lower the cost of 
electric vehicles. 

The Biden administration 
wants “fo make electric 
vehicles accessible for ev- 
eryone,’’ Harris said. “Ab- 
solutely make it accessible 
for everyone and easy. Just 
like filling Up your car with 
gas.” 

Harris visited a mainte- 
nance facility in Brandy- 
wine, just outside Wash- 
ington, where she re- 
ceived a demonstration 
of how chargers work and 
learned about a plan to 
electrify the government 
fleet in Maryland's Prince 
George's County. 

“There's no sound or fume!” 
Harris exclaimed as a local 
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Vice President Kamala Harris speaks next to an electric vehicle and a charging station during 
her tour of the Brandywine Maintenance Facility in Prince George’s County, Md., highlighting the 
electric vehicle investments in the bipartisan infrastructure law and the “Build Back Better Act” 


Monday, Dec. 13, 2021. 


worker demonstrated the 
charger. “How do | know 
it’s actually working?” 

The car is fully charged 
when it’s blinking green, 
the worker told her. 

The new EV charging strat- 
egy establishes a_ joint 
electric vehicles office be- 
tween the federal Energy 
and Transportation depart- 
ments; issues guidance and 
standards for states; and 
ensures consultations with 
manufacturers, state and 
local governments, envi- 
ronmental justice and civil 
rights groups, tribes and 
others, the White House 
sald. 

The two departments also 
will launch an = advisory 
committee on electric ve- 
hicles that officials hope 
will be up and running early 
next year. 

Accelerated adoption of 
electric vehicles for per- 
sonal cars and commercial 
fleets would helo achieve 
Biden’s goal of net-zero 
greenhouse gas emis- 
sion by 2050 while creat- 
ing thousands of jobs, the 
White House said. 

The effort also is intended 
to helo the U.S. leapfrog 
China in the plug-in EV 
market. 

Currently, the U.S. market 
share of plug-in electric ve- 








hicle sales is one-third the 
size of the Chinese EV mar- 
Ket. 

Biden has set a goal that 
electric cars and trucks ac- 
count for half of new vehi- 
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cles sold by 2030. 
The LMC Automotive con- 
sulting firm expects USS. 
sales of new fully electric ve- 
hicles to hit nearly 400,000 
this year, almost double last 
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year’s figure. EVs still make 
Up only about 2.6% of sales, 
but the firm expects sales to 
grow to more than 730,000 
next year and more than 2 
million by 2025. 

Even at 2 million, EV sales 
still would be only about 
12% of U.S. new vehicle 
sales. 

Republicans, including 
some who voted in favor 
of the new infrastructure 
law, have criticized Biden 
for being preoccupied with 
electric vehicle technol- 
ogy when Americans are 
contending with a spike in 
gasoline and natural gas 
prices. 

Biden last month ordered a 
record 50 million barrels of 
oil released from America’s 
strategic reserve, in Coor- 
dination with other major 
energy consuming nations. 
Gas prices have fallen in re- 
cent weeks as fears grow of 
another possible economic 
slowdown from the ongo- 
iINg Coronavirus pandemic. 
Average prices on Sunday 
were $3.33 per gallon, ac- 
cording to the American 
Automobile — Association, 
down about 7 cents from 
late last month.) 
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Navy: sailor accused of igniting warship was ‘disgruntled’ 


By JULIE WATSON 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Navy 
orosecutors alleged Mon- 
day that a sailor charged 
with setting the fire that de- 
stroyed the USS Bonhomme 
Richard last year was “dis- 
gruntled” after dropping 
out of Navy SEAL training, 
while his defense lawyers 
criticized the preliminary 
hearing as unfair. 

Prosecutor Cmdr. — Rich 
Federico told the court 
that text messages show 
Seaman Apprentice Ryan 
Sawyer Mays lied about 
his SEAL training to family 
and friends and was angry 
about being reassigned to 
the Bonhomme_ Richard. 
They also said he used foul 
language with officers days 
before the blaze. 

Mays denied igniting the 
amphibious assault ship 
that burned for nearly five 
days and injured dozens 
aboard. His lawyers told the 
court that the government 
did not properly share the 
information it had gath- 
ered against him. 

The defense lawyers said 
the Navy only recently had 
handed over 28,000 pages 
of material and hours of 
videos that were impos- 
sible to review before Mon- 
day's hearing. The junior 
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In this July 12, 2020, file photo, smoke rises from the USS Bonhomme Richard after an explosion and 
fire on board the ship at Naval Base San Diego. 


sailor was charged with 
aggravated arson and the 
willful hazarding of a ves- 
sel a fire that was the worst 
non-combat Navy warship 
blaze in recent memory. 
The hearing will determine 
whether there is enough 
evidence to proceed with 
a military trial. 

About 160 sailors and of- 
ficers were on_- board 
when the fire started July 
12, 2020, in the lower stor- 
age area of the 840-foot 


Ethan Crumbley appears on video from the Oakland County 
Jail at 52nd District Court in Rochester Hills, Mich., Monday, 
Dec. 13, 2021. 


By COREY WILLIAMS and 
MIKE HOUSEHOLDER 
Associated Press 
ROCHESTER HILLS, Mich. 
(AP) — A Michigan judge 
declined Monday to move 
the 15-year-old charged 
with killing four students at 
Oxford High School out 
of an adult jail, but she 
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agreed that the jail needs 
to ensure the boy can’t 
hear or see grown-up in- 
mates.Ethan Crumbley’s 
attorney, Paulette Loftin, 
argued during his prob- 
able cause conference 
in Rochester Hills District 
Court that her client should 
be moved back fo a juve- 


(256-meter) vessel, which 
had been docked at Na- 
val Base San Diego while 
Undergoing a_ two-year, 
$250 million Upgrade. More 
than 60 sailors and civilians 
were treated for minor in- 
juries, heat exhaustion and 
smoke inhalation. Left with 
extensive structural, electri- 
cal and mechanical dam- 
age, the billion-dollar ship 
was scrapped. 

Mays was assigned to the 
shio after dropping out of 
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training to become a Navy 
SEAL. He was described 
by some fellow sailors as 
a person with disdain for 
the Navy, according fo in- 
vestigators. May has main- 
tained his innocence and 
noted fo investigators that 
he helped fight the blaze, 
which sent acrid smoke 
wafting over San Diego for 
five days. Officials assessing 
the ship’s damage found 
three of four fire stations on 
the shio had evidence of 


tampering: Fire hoses had 
been disconnected and 
one was cut, according to 
court documents. 
Investigators also found 
Uncapped bottles contain- 
ing small amounts of highly 
flammable liquid near the 
ignition site, including one 
that tested positive for a 
heavy petroleum distillate 
such as diesel, kerosene or 
jet fuel, according to the 
documents. 

Mays told — investigators 
he was in the hangar bay 
when he became aware of 
the fire, according to court 
documents. He described 
how he assisted firefighters, 
alerted at least one crew 
member of the threat and 
eventually helped fight the 
blaze, according to the 
documents. 

Winds coming off San DI- 
ego Bay whipped up the 
flames that shot up the el- 
evator shafts and exhaust 
stacks. Two explosions — 
one heard as far as 13 miles 
(21 kilometers) away 
caused the fire to grow. 
Dozens of Navy officials, 
including several admirals, 
face disciplinary action for 
systematic failures that in- 
vestigators said prevented 
the blaze from being put 
out sooner, according to 
investigators.) 


Boy charged in Michigan school deaths 
to stay in adult jail 


nile facility, saying that he 
“should not be considered 
a menace fo other juve- 
niles.” 

“This is someone who has 
never been in trouble be- 
fore,” Loftin said. “This is 
not someone who has a 
history of assaulting kids his 
age or any other negative 
contact with his peers. This 
one isolated incident is all 
that we're looking at here 
OGG. 

But District Judge Nancy 
Carniak sided with As- 
sistent Oakland Gouniy 
Prosecutor Marc Keast, 
who countered that the 
nature of the charges and 
security risks mandate that 
Crumbley be held in an 
adult facility. Crumbley is 
charged as an adult with 


killing four classmates and 
injuring seven other peo- 
ple in the Nov. 30 shoot- 
ing: oh @xiere miehi school 
about 30 miles (50 kilome- 
ters) north of Detroit. 

“This cannot be compared 
to any other case that this 
court or any other court in 
this county has seen be- 
fore, and calling this an iso- 
lated incident quite frankly 
does not do it justice,” Ke- 
ast said. “This was a mass 
murder at a school, judge. 
This was planned. it was 
ore-meditated. The defen- 
dant didn’t just attack oth- 
er individuals, he targeted 
juveniles.” 

Keast said he would con- 
tact the jail after Monday's 
hearing and “make sure 
that the defendant is nel- 


ther within sight nor sound 
of any adult at the jail.” 

Carniak adjourned the 
probable cause hearing 
to Jan. 7 to review witness 
statements and other evi- 
dence from prosecutors 
and investigators. At that 
time, she could make a 
decision on whether to or- 
der a competency exam 
for him tf such an exam is 
requested by his attorneys. 
The morning of the shoot- 
ing, school officials met 
with Ethan Crumbley and 
his parents at the school 
after a teacher found a 
drawing of a gun, a bul- 
lef and a person who ap- 
oeared to have been shot, 
along with messages stat- 
ing, “My life is useless” and 
“The world is dead.” CL) 
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By MATTHEW LEE 

AP Diplomatic Writer 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— Fresh from delivering a 
stern new warning to Russia 
over Ukraine, U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken ar- 
rived in Indonesia on Mon- 
day to find a top aide to 
Russian President Viadimir 
Putin already in Jakarta for 
security talks. 

Just a day after joining his 
Group of Seven foreign 
minister colleagues in issu- 
ing the blunt demand for 
Russia to step back from a 
military escalation near the 
Ukrainian border, Blinken 
began a 48-hour visit to In- 
donesia with his plane park- 
ing in the shadow of that 
of Putin’s national security 
adviser Nikolay Patrushev. 
Patrushev is considered the 
third most senior official in 
Russia’s government. 
Shortly before Blinken land- 
ed, the Russian embassy in 
Jakarta announced Patru- 
shev’s visit, saying he would 
be in the Indonesian capi- 
tal for the same two days 
as the too American dip- 
lomat. The timing means 
that Patrushev'’s meetings 
will coincide with a major 
speech Blinken plans to 
give Tuesday on the Biden 
administration's Indo-Pacif- 
ic strategy. There was no in- 
dication that the two men 
might meet in Jakarta. Nor 
was there any indication 
that either would acknowl- 
edge the other's presence 
in Indonesia, which is the 
headquarters of the Asso- 
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Blinken competes with top Russian official in Indonesia 
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second right, is greeted by U.S. Ambassador Sung Kim, left, 
as he arrives at the international airport in Jakarta, Monday, Dec. 13, 2021. 
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ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations and a key regional 
security player. Indone- 
sia’s foreign ministry down- 
played the dueling visits. 

“The U.S. and Russia are 
two of Indonesia's good 
partners. Indonesia will 
continue to develop stra- 
tegic trust with all countries, 
all Indonesia's partners,” 
Foreign Minister Retno Mar- 
sudi said. “This strategic 
trust is very important as 
the foundation for building 
mutually beneficial and re- 
soectful cooperation. And 
Indonesia has a very high 
commitment to contribute 
to creating a peaceful, sta- 
ble and prosperous world.” 
Blinken met Monday after- 
noon with Indonesian Presi- 
dent Joko Widodo before a 
full slate of events on Tues- 


day, including the speech. 
The Russian embassy said 
Patrushev’s main interlocu- 
tor in Indonesia would be 
Law and Security Affairs 
Minister Mohammad Mah- 
fud. 

Blinken traveled to Jakar- 
ta from a Group of Seven 
foreign ministers meeting 
in Liverpool, England, at 
which he and his counter- 
parts told Russia on Sunday 
to “de-escalate” its military 
builduo near the Ukrainian 
border. 

The G-7 called on Russia 
to “de-escalate, pursue 
diplomatic channels, and 
abide by its international 
commitments on __ trans- 
parency of military activi- 
ties,” and praised Ukraine’s 
“restraint.” The ministers 
warned on a joint state- 
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ment that any “use of force 
to change borders is strictly 
prohibited under interna- 
tional law. Russia should 
be in no doubt that further 
military aggression against 
Ukraine would have mas- 
sive Consequences and se- 
vere cost in response.” 

The statement came after 
President Joe Biden spoke 
to Putin in a video call last 
week and said he had 
made clear that a Russian 
invasion of Ukraine would 
have “devastating” conse- 
quences for Russia’s econ- 
omy. 

Moscow denies having any 
plans to attack Ukraine and 
accuses Kyiv of its own al- 
legedly aggressive designs. 
Ahead of Blinken’s current 
trip, which at eight days 
will be his longest overseas 


journey since taking office, 
State Department officials 
had said they expected 
his focus to shift from chal- 
lenges posed by Russia to 
those posed by China as he 
moved from the G7 meet- 
ing in Liverpool across the 
globe to Southeast Asia. 

It was not immediately 
clear if Patrushev’s pres- 
ence on Indonesia would 
change that. In Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand, 
Blinken is aiming to high- 
light the importance of en- 
suring freedom of naviga- 
tion in the South China Sea, 
on which many of China's 
neighbors have accused 
Beijing of encroaching. 

In his meeting with Widodo, 
Blinken “expressed support 
for Indonesia’s leadership 
in the Indo-Pacific as the 
world’s third-largest de- 
mocracy and a strong pro- 
ponent of the rules-based 
international order,” the 
State Department said. 
Blinken also plans to ex- 
press deep U.S. concerns 
about develooments _ in 
Myanmar, where a military 
junta took power shortly af- 
ter the Biden administration 
took office. 

Last week, a court in Myan- 
mar convicted democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who was ousted in a de 
facto coup in February, on 
two charges. The proceea- 
ings were widely criticized 
as a further effort by the 
country’s military rulers to 
roll back the democratic 
gains of recent years.) 


Marathon talks to form next Dutch coalition near finish line 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The four parties ne- 
gotiating to form the next 
ruling Dutch coalition plan 
to send a policy blueprint 
for the next term of gov- 
ernment to lawmakers this 
week, marking another 
steo toward the end of 
marathon talks that fol- 
lowed a March election. 
The two officials oversee- 
ing the talks announced 
Monday that they plan to 
send the plan, known as a 
coalition accord, to Parlia- 
ment on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Lawmakers will then de- 


bate the plan before the 
coalition formation — pro- 
cess advances fo the next 
stage selecting ministers 
to make up the next Cabi- 
net. 

The Netherlands’ longest 
ever formation process 
was kicked off nearly nine 
months ago by March 17's 
general election that was 
won by incumbent prime 
minister Mark Rutte’s Peo- 
ple’s Party for Freedom 
and Democracy. 

If the talks produce a new 
coalition, Rutte is poised 
to begin a fourth term as 
prime minister after lead- 


ing a caretaker administra- 
tion since the election. 

The four parties hammer- 
ing out policies for the next 
government are the same 
four that made up the 
last Dutch coalition. That 
government, made up of 
Rutte’s VVD, the centrist 
D66 and two. Christian- 
based parties, resigned 
weeks ahead of the March 
election to take political 
responsibility for a scan- 
dal in which thousands of 
parents were plunged into 
debt after being wrongly 
identified as fraudsters by 
tax authorities.) 





In this file photo dated Friday, April 2, 2021, caretaker 


Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte leaves after surviving a no- 
confidence motion in parliament in The Hague, Netherlands. 


Associated Press 
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Vatican official apologizes for taking down LGBTQ resource 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — A Vatican 
official apologized to a 
leading Catholic LGBTQ 
advocacy group for hav- 
ing yanked a reference to 
it on the Vatican website, 
drawing immediate praise 
Monday from the group as 
an “historic” move to repair 
the painful riff between the 
Catholic hierarchy and the 
gay community. 

The Vatican's General Sec- 
retariat for the Synod of 
Bishops, which is organiz- 
ing a two-year consultation 
of rank-and-file Catholics 
ahead of a 2023 meeting 
of bishops at the Vatican, 
restored the reference to 
New Ways Ministry on the 
website over the weekend. 
The Synod had _ originally 
included a reference to a 
webinar video made by 
New Ways Ministry, a U.S.- 
based organization that 
advocates for greater ac- 
ceptance of gays in the 
Catholic Church, in its “Re- 
sources” page directing 
people to sources of infor- 
mation about the Synod. 
The video urged LGBTQ 
Catholics to participate in 
the consultation process, 
which aims to make the 
Catholic Church more wel- 
coming, responsive to the 





A rainbow shines over St.Peter’s Square at the Vatican, on Jan. 31, 2021. 


laity and less centralized. 
Other U.S. resources along- 
side it were the U.S. Confer- 
ence of Catholic Bishops 
and the archdioceses of 
Boston and Nework. 

But the New Ways Ministry 
reference was taken down 
earlier this month without 
explanation. Suspicion fell 
on the U.S. bishops confer- 
ence, which is headed by 
conservatives who have 
long kept New Ways Minis- 
try at arms’ length. Catho- 
lic doctrine holds that gays 


must be treated with dig- 
nity and respect but that 
homosexual activity is “in- 
trinsically disordered.” 

Reversing course, the Syn- 
od’s communications di- 
rector, Thierry Bonaventura, 
restored the online refer- 
ence and said he wanted 
to apologize “to all LGBT 
and to the members of 
New Ways Ministries for the 
pain caused” by taking 
down the video. He urged 
them to contribute their 
reflections on the consulta- 


Associated Press 


tion process. 

“In walking together, some- 
times one may fall, the 
important thing is to get 
back up with the help of 
the brothers and. sisters,” 
he wrote in the Synod’s 
newsletter. Bonaventura 
confirmed the statement 
to The Associated Press 
on Monday. The apology 
drew immediate — praise 
from New Ways. Ministry, 
which warmly accepted 
what it called an “historic” 
acknowledgment from the 
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church of “the harm that 
such a slight would have 
caused LGBIQ people and 
the entire church.” 

“Apologies are powerful In 
their ability to build bridg- 
es of reconciliation and 
justice,” said the group's 


executive director, Fran- 
cis DeBernardo. Praising 
Bonaventura by name, 


he said such actions “are 
an example of the amaz- 
ing grace which can be 
brought to life when one 
practices honesty and hu- 
mility, and is concerned 
about how one’s actions 
may harm other people.” 
“Vatican officials rarely 
apologize, and they almost 
certainly have never apol- 
ogized to LGBIQ people 
or an LGBTQ Catholic min- 
istry,’ he added in a state- 
ment. 

The flip-flop on the refer- 
ence to New Ways Ministry 
on the Synod website is in- 
dicative of the mixed mes- 
sages the Holy See over the 
years, and Pope Francis 
himself, have sent about 
the Vatican's position on 
gays and their place in the 
church. 

Francis made international 
headlines in 2013 when 
he quipped “Who am | to 
judge?” about a purport- 
edly gay priest.LJ 





Sudan security forces fire tear gas at anti-coup protesters 


By SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — Security 
forces fired tear gas Mon- 
day to disperse protesters 
in Sudan's capital in the 
latest street demonstra- 
tions against the October 
military coup and _ subse- 
quent deal that reinstated 
deposed Prime Minister Ab- 
dalla Hamdok. 

Thousands of people took 
to the streets in Khartoum 
and other Sudanese cities 
as part of relentless dem- 
onstrations that have en- 
gulfed the country since 
the military seized power 
on Oct. 25. 

The coup upended a frag- 
ile planned transition to 
democratic rule more than 
two years after a popular 
Uprising forced the removal 
of longtime autocrat Omar 
al-Bashir and his_ Islamist 


government in April 2019. 

Hamdok was reinstated last 
month amid international 
oressure in a deal that calls 
for an independent tech- 
nocratic Cabinet under mil- 


People protests against the October military coup and 


itary oversight led by him. 
The agreement included 
the release of government 
officials and politicians de- 
tained since the coup. 

deal, 


The Nov. 21 how- 





subsequent deal that reinstated Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok 
in Khartoum, Sudan, Monday, Dec. 13, 2021. 


Associated Press 


ever, was rejected by the 
pro-democracy move- 
ment, which insists power 
be handed over to a Civil- 
ian government to lead 
the transition. Their protests 
follow the slogan: “No ne- 
gotiations, no compromise, 
no power-sharing” with the 
military. 

Footage circulated on so- 
cial media Monday pur- 
portedly showed demon- 
strators marching in differ- 
ent locations in Khartoum 
and its sister city Omdur- 
man. One video showed 
thousands of protesters in 
Khartoum’s district of Bahri, 
many of them waving Su- 
danese flags. 

Activist Nazim Sirag said 
security forces used tear 
gas to disperse people 
marching in a street near 
the presidential palace in 
Khartoum. Protesters were 


seen in online videos throw- 
ing tear gas canisters back 
at forces. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

The U.S. Embassy in Khar- 
toum said in a tweet: “We 
stand with the Sudanese 
people as they seek free- 
dom, peace, and justice 
in today’s demonstrations, 
and welcome their govern- 
ment’s commitment to pro- 
tection of peaceful protest- 
ers.” 

Monday’s protests were 
called by the Sudanese 
Professionals § Association 
and the so-called Resis- 
tance Committees, which 
soearheaded the © upris- 
ing against al-Bashir and 
then the military coup. The 
protests came a few days 
ahead of the third anniver- 
sary of the start of the upris- 
ing against al-Bashir. LJ 
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Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — AI- 
legations from the United 
States government that 
President Nayib Bukele’s 
administration negotiated 
with El Salvador’s power- 
ful street gangs touched a 
sensitive topic. Previous ad- 
ministrations in El Salvador 
both from the left and right 
have done so and paid a 
political price. Prosecutions 
of some former officials are 
ongoing for past pacts. The 
U.S. Treasury said an inves- 
tigation had revealed that 
officials with Bukele’s gov- 
ernment offered financial 
benefits to the gangs, as 
well as perks to their im- 
orisoned leaders like pros- 


titutes and cellohones, in 
exchange for lowering the 
homicide rate and political 
support in this year’s legisla- 
tive elections. The U.S. gov- 
ernment did not present 
evidence and Bukele has 
vehemently denied any 
deal with the gangs. 

WHY ARE GANGS A SENSI- 
TIVE TOPIC IN EL SALVA- 
DOR? 

The street gangs, which 
originated in the United 
States and took root in El 
Salvador when gang mem- 
bers were deported, are 
a force in Salvadoran so- 
ciety. They control neigh- 
borhoods and swaths of 
territory. There is no reliable 
figure on how many mem- 
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ber the gangs have, but 
estimates are in the tens of 
thousands. 

They extort businesses, 
move drugs, murder, recruit 
children and restrict the 
free movement of people. 
Much of their leadership is 
imprisoned, but continues 
to run the criminal enter- 
prises. 

“The problem of the gangs 
is like @ cancer,” said Car- 
los Carcach, the research 
coordinator at the Higher 
School of Economics and 
Business in San Salvador. 
“It is something so present 
in everything that occurs 
in the country that it is dif- 
ficult, if not impossible, to 
eradicate it.” LJ 





Extortionists target families of crash 
victims in Guatemala 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY 
— Guatemalan 


(AP) 
families 


awaiting word on the fate 
of relatives involved in a 
deadly migrant smuggling 
accident in southern Mexi- 


Co are now also living with 
the terror of extortionists tell- 
ing them their loved ones 
have been kidnapped. 

In the vacuum of official 
information following Thurs- 
day’s deadly crash that 
left 55 migrants dead, op- 





An injured migrant woman is ieved by rescue personnel from 
the site of an accident near Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas state, 


Mexico, Dec. 9, 2021. 


Associated Press 


portunists are demanding 
money from their families 
for information. 

In its desperation, one Gua- 
temalan family had pub- 
lished its phone number on 
social media hoping for in- 
formation about their miss- 
ing relative. On Monday, 
they shared with an AP 
reporter a screen capture 
showing a Mexican phone 
number demanding $3,000 
if they wanted to see him 
again. 

The caller even sent what 
appeared to be an altered 
ohoto that superimposed 
the relative’s face on the 
body of another migrant. 
The extortion is especially 
cruel because the families 
are distraught, poor and in 
most cases in debt for thou- 
sands of dollars for the failed 
smuggling attempt.) 








El Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele speaks to the press at 
Mexico's National Palace after meeting with the President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador in Mexico City, March 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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An unforgettable dining experience awaits you at Tierra del Sol 


NOORD — Imagine dining with a pan- 
oramic view surrounded by the golf's 
greens, the island’s rugged north coast 
and the mesmerizing blue ocean in a 
relax dining experience, delighted in 
fresh cuisine with Caribbean, European 
and American flavors. Inspired by na- 
ture the restaurant is letting in the out- 
side while the menu reflects what guests 
are looking for nowadays: variation, 
adults & younger diners choices, great 
prices with a friendly service. That is the 
great thing about the re-opened casu- 
ally elegant restaurant at Tierra del Sol: it 
is for everyone and every occasion! 






LOCATION 
Paseo Herencia 
fall next 

to TGIF 





PCR $75 
Next day 
results 


OPEN DAILY 


FROM 9AM - 9PM 


EASY! 





The Restaurant at Tierra del Sol trans- 
formed into a place of light, fresh looks, 
elegant though laid-back setting and 
the choice between inside and outside 
dining. Those two areas flow into each 
other in a natural way. Families with chil- 
dren dine on the big tables, some busi- 
ness people take a quick bite inside and 
Qa group of golfers enjoy a meal after 
their game. It is a fantastic concept that 
is accessible for all without losing its es- 
sence: great food in a stylish interior de- 
sign overlooking the soectacular view. 


Lunch with unmatched views 
Guests praise Tierra del Sol restaurant for 


Te 





\y COVID 
TESTING 


At the 
Paseo 

y Herencia 
Mall 
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ANTIGEN ANTIGEN $35 
Approved for Same day 
re-entry to results 
the U.S. 





VERY JUST WALKIN! 
gentle No appointment 
swabbers needed. 


Pa fee 
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the magnificent views making if a popular lunch spot 
as well as a great after-golf lunch experience. Locals 
and visitors have been coming for years to Tierra del 
Sol to unwind and let go in this elegant yet laid-back 
setting. Savoring some handhelds delicacies such as 
Crisoy Chicken Caesar Wrap, Fish or Steak Tacos or a 
Classic Burger are just a few to mention and for those 
Pizza and Pasta lover’s they have a great selection of 
dishes as well. 


Divine Dining 

Tune in for a culinary experience that will give dining 
another perspective. We are not talking about the 
standard 3-course menu, but about a journey through 
taste-land. The Restaurant at Tierra del Sol invites you 
to taste as many items as you wish from their extensive 
dining menu. 


Fresh Oysters, Escargots, Flash seared Tuna Tataki, Beef 
Carpaccio, Cheese and Charcuterie Board or TDS 
Wedge Salad are only some of the welcoming dishes. 
For the main courses you can enjoy the Fresh Catch 
of the day, Caribbean Seafood, Filet Mignon, Lobster 
Thermidor, Korean Pork Chop, Vegan Bowl or Fettuc- 
cini Truffle Carbonara among others. Top it off with a 
sweet surrender of a caramel flan, New York Cheese- 
cake or Chocolate Mousse are one of the choices. 


The friendly staff is looking forward in welcoming you! 
Indulge into this culinary discovery at the most splendid 
scenery of our One Happy Island.) 





Tierra der. Sor 
Aruba 


TIERRA DEL SOL RESTAURANT 
https://www.tierradelsol.com/dining/ 
Phone: (+297) 586-7800 Ext. 231 

Email: restaurant@tierradelsol.com 
Monday — Sunday: 11:00am — 10:00om 
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WIN S10 UP 10 51,000 IN FREE SLOT Ph THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 







DOUBLE POINTS 


all day long! 


Use your Players’ Club card 








THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering o wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 





to play our slots and we'll 


DOUBLE your points! 





Sargasso Sea Weed 








NOORD — Seaweed, or macro algae, refers to thou- 
sands of species of macroscopic, multicellular, marine 
algae. Seaweed species such as kelps provide essen- 
tial nursery habitat for fisheries and other marine spe- 
cies and thus protect food sources; other species, such 
as planktonic algae, play a vital role in capturing car- 
bon, producing at least 50% of Earth’s oxygen. 








Natural seaweed ecosystems are sometimes under 
threat from human activity. For example, mechanical 
dredging of kelp destroys the resource and dependent 
fisheries. Humans have a long history of cultivating sea- 
weeds for their use. In recent years, seaweed farming 
has become a global agricultural practice, providing 
food, source material for various chemical uses, cattle 
feeds and fertilizers. Because of their importance in 
marine ecologies and for absorbing carbon dioxide, 
recent attention has been on cultivating seaweeds as 
a potential climate change mitigation strategy for bio 
sequestration of carbon dioxide, alongside other ben- 
efits like nutrient pollution reduction, increased habitat 
for coastal aquatic species, and reducing local ocean 
acidification. The Special Report on the Ocean and 
Cryosphere in a Changing Climate recommends “fur- 
ther research attention” as a mitigation tactic. 


Sargasso a brown macro algae numerous throughout 
temperate and tropical oceans of the world, where 
they generally inhabit shallow water and coral reefs. 





Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhotsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnio Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 


NASA satellites revealed fhe eras ma- 
rine algae bloom in the world in 2018. A 
belt of Sargasso that contained over 22 
million tons of seaweed stretched some 
5,500 miles across the Atlantic to West 
Africa. Satellite images are showing ab- 
normally high amounts again in 2021. 
Ten year data gathered has revealed 
the likely causes of these seaweed in- 
vasions: Global warming, dust clouds 
of the Saharan and the growing nitro- 
gen footprint. Acts Just as nutrients feed 
red tide blooms; feeding the Sargasso, 
which thrives in warmer water. 


Sargasso presents risks fo human health 
as well. In the water, it’s harmless to 
humans, but the trouble begins once 
it lands on the beach and starts to 
decompose. Breathing in these toxic 
fumes may cause, skin irritation, respi- 
ratory and neurocognitive symptoms 
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in people that come in close contact 
with the degrading Sargasso. Our West 
coast beaches also are covered with 
sea weed and marine grasses due to 
seasonal bigger waves that bumbles 
and loosen up the sea weed of the cor- 
al which finally lands on the coast. Pub- 
lic Works (DOW) usually did the clean- 
Up work and native traditional farmers 
picked up the rest with which they fertil- 
ize their “Ccunuco”, traditional “Caque- 
tian” agricultural land plots.) 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 


setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
pointment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 
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Aruba to me is .... a yearly calming opportunity to refresh my 


dreams, goals, and friendships 





By Lyn Brubaker 
ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today loves portraying 
its visitors. We love sharing their stories of what 
Aruba means to them. For today we received 
an amazing story from Lyn Brubaker from Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, who has been coming 
for almost 30 years to her beloved island. She 
wrote: 


“My husband and!|came to Aruba the first time 
In 1992...and have been coming every year at 
the beginning. We learned to scuba dive here 
in 2002. We have many happy memories of 
this beautiful iskand. Sadly, my husband, diag- 
nosed with an aggressive pancreatic cancer 
in the summer of 2015, died less than 6 months 
later. As difficult as if has been;,| have contin- 
ued to return to Eagle Beach every year since 
his death (except COVID 2020). This was my 
23rd retum visit. | love the immersion into this 
beautiful island. On my way back home and 
waiting for my flight many memories started 
popping in my head of the many things | have 
seen and experienced during my 23 visits”. 


Here are some highlights: 

Aruba Airport: evolved from passengers exit- 
ing the airolane outside, down steps, walking 
outside in the sun/heat to be “processed” in 
the no air conditioning airport. 


Aruba's Natural Bridge landmark: beautiful to 
visit, sadly collapsed; the harsh, barren, rough 
waters on the “other side” of the islands beau- 
tiful white sand beaches 


Donkeys: roaming freely on the island, fre- 
quent encounters on our walks, now in a sanc- 
tuary on the island, beautiful Christmas cards | 
bought to support the sanctuary 


“Hot water’: Steam from desalination plant 
provided “hot water” in our hotel for showers, 
wait too long into the evening and there was 
no more hot water for bathing 


Aloe plants: were “everywhere”, along the 
road, amongst the scruff of cactus, Divi trees, 
along walking paths 


Bubali Bird Sanctuary: taught us much history 
of bird migration on the island, climbing the 
steps to peer out over “the landscape”, in- 
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stiled an awareness that respecting the Aru- 
ba environment is crucial to the island’s sus- 
tainability 


Butterfly Farm: | think we were two of some of 
the first visitors to see butterflies on the island, 
again, environmentally, butterflies support the 
sensitive Aruba ecological environment 


Time Share’s: “salespeople” walked the 
beaches (at leastgongEagle Beach)#enticing 
tourists to invest in a piece of property Own- 
ership for a lifetime of returns fo “One Happy 
Island”. Our first visit to Aruba in 1992, we 
stayed at the same hotel every year, Man- 
chebowBeach H@ielfon Eagle Be@G@h. Ea@Gie 
Beach remains as beautiful as ever, thankfully 
it remains a public beach for all Arubans to 
enjoy, as ... if is Arubans beach. 

Scuba Diving: learned to scuba dive in Aru- 
ba from a local Aruban dive outfit (husband 
& wife business), exploring under the water's 
surface in Aruba reinforces the essential envi- 
ronmental balance between Aruba's gifts of 
nature 


Low Rise/High Rise: in 1992, low rise hotels were 
established, high rise hotels were being built 
further up the island. Golf courses were “not a 
visidble draw” for tourists...today golf seems to 
have taken priority over the naturallandscape 
with unnatural manicured grass. Low rise ho- 
tels seem to offer an ambience of “sun, sand, 
Aruban’s sensitivity to their culture”. High rise 
hotels seem to offer “replicas” of glamor, ac- 
tivity, amenities that tourists expect albeit the 
lack of Aruban culture (obviously my opinion) 


Hurricane winds: brought change to things we 
were familiar with, such as the storage build- 
ings at the hotel for wind surfing boards, etc, 
only to be replaced by red tiles, plants, orna- 
mental fixtures. | smile each visit to the hotel, 
as no one understands the history of those ce- 
ment/tile covered areas in the sand 


Things that have NOT changed: 

* sunshine, white sands, the breeze 

e brief rain showers followed by sunshine 

¢ beautiful sunset 

¢ colorful rainbows 

° swirling clouds 

e pelicans, butterflies, hummingbirds 

« clear blue waters, seashells 

° drinking the most amazing water from the 


spigot 


One Happy Island: YES!! After 29 years Aru- 
ba remains most definitely “One Happy Is- 
land” for me. To return, each visit for me has 
strengthened my friendships with staff who 
have become “seasonal” friends, deeoened 
my respect for the island of Aruba, calmed 
the challenges that life has placed before 
me, renewed my belief that all people are 
truly good. And most important part of it all is 
that my husband spirit is “in the Aruban air’) 
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Liz Weston: A year-end money checklist for people 50 and up 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

Age brings unique oppor- 
tunities and obligations, 
including some important 
year-end tasks that can 
helo you make the most of 
your money. For people 50 
and older, here are some 
to consider: 

PLAY CATCH-UP, 
CAN 

If you’re still employed, use 
a retirement calculator to 
see If you should boost your 
savings rate. 

Catch-up contributions 
could dllow you fo save 
more in tax-advantaged 
accounts. Someone who Is 
50 or older can contribute 
Up to $26,000 to a work- 
place 401(k) in 2021, and 
Up To $7,000 to an IRA, says 
Mark Luscombe, principal 
analyst for Wolters Kluwer 
Tax & Accounting. 

You have until Dec. 31 to 
contribute to workplace 
plans for 2021 and_ uni 
April 15 to make your 2021 
IRA contributions. The abil- 
ity to contribute to a Roth in 
2021 phases out beginning 
at modified adjusted gross 
income of $125,000 for sin- 
gles and $198,000 for mar- 
ried couples filing jointly. 
Slightly different rules ap- 
oly for health savings ac- 
counts, which are paired 
with qualifying high-de- 
ductible health insurance 
plans, Luscombe — says. 
Contribution limits for 2021 
are $3,600 for people with 
individual coverage and 
$7,200 for people with fam- 
ily coverage. People 55 
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This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 


and older can make an 
additional catch-up con- 
tribution of $1,000. As with 
IRAs, you have until the tax 
filing deadline, April 15, to 
contribute for the year. 

To contribute to an HSA, 
the account owner must 
have a qualifying health 
insurance plan with an an- 
nual deductible of at least 
$1,400 for individual cov- 
erage and $2,800 for fam- 


Associated Press 
ily coverage. People on 
Medicare cannot contrib- 
ute to an HSA, but they can 
withdraw money tax-free 
from an HSA to pay medi- 
cal expenses, including 
Medicare premiums, de- 
ductibles and copayments, 
Luscombe says. 

PLAN FOR REQUIRED MINI- 
MUM DISTRIBUTIONS 

Money can’t stay in retire- 
ment accounts indefinitely, 


says certified public ac- 
countant Mary Kay Foss, a 
member of the American 
Institute of CPAs’ individu- 
al and self-employed tax 
committee. Withdrawals 
must begin at some point, 
typically age 72. If you 
miss a deadline or with- 
draw too little, you could 
face a tax penalty equal 
to 50% of the amount you 
should have withdrawn but 
didn’t. Your retirement fund 
or brokerage can help you 
calculate the appropriate 
amount, or you can use 
the tables in IRS Publication 
590-B.The IRS specifies the 
minimum you need to take 
each year based on your 
Dec. 31 account balance 
for the prior year. Your re- 
quired minimum distribu- 
tion for 2021, for example, 
will be based on your Dec. 
31, 2020, balance. 

You must typically take 
your distributions by the 
end of the year, although 
you can delay your first 
RMD until April 1 of the year 
after you turn 72. If you de- 
lay, you'll have to take your 
second RMD by the end of 
that year, Foss says. 

You can put off RMDs from 
a workplace plan such as 
a 401(k) if you’re still work- 
ing for the company that 
soonsors the plan and you 
don't own 5% or more of 
the company. 

Also, there are no RMDs for 
Roth IRAs during the ac- 
count owner's lifetime. A 
Soouse Who Inherits a Roth 
IRA can treat it as their own, 
also avoiding required dis- 


tributions, but other heirs 
must begin to empty the 
account after it’s inherited. 
CONSIDER ACCOUNT CON- 
VERSIONS 

Another way to avoid 
RMDs is by converting an 
IRA or other retirement ac- 
count to a Roth, but doing 
sO means paying taxes on 
the money now rather than 
later. 

Conversions can make 
sense when you expect To 
be in a higher tax bracket 
in retirement and you can 
pay the tax without raid- 
ing your retirement savings, 
says certified financial plan- 
ner Michael Kiftces, pub- 
lisher of financial planning 
strategy site Nerd’s Eye 
View . Young people are 
offen good candidates for 
conversions since their tax 
bracket likely will rise along 
with their earnings. Most 
people nearing retirement 
will be in the opposite situa- 
tion — their tax bracket will 
drop once they stop work- 
ing, SO Conversions may not 
be a good idea. 

People who have been 
diligent savers, however, 
could find themselves 
pushed into a higher tax 
bracket once they’re re- 
quired to start making mini- 
mum withdrawals, Kitces 
says. In that case, Roth 
conversions before age 72 
could be smart, but you'll 
want to consult with a tax 
pro. Converting too much 
could jack up your Tax Dill 
and, if you're on Medicare, 
potentially increase your 
oremiums.L) 





By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) 
Commerce Secretary 
Gina Raimondo on Mon- 
day announced 60 finalists 
for $1 billion in economic 
develooment grants tied 
to the Biden administra- 
tion’s coronavirus — relief 
package and aimed at 
improving job training and 
regional industry partner- 
ships. There were 529 ap- 
plicants for the grants. 
That means roughly 11% of 





submissions made if to the 
next round, which will ulti- 
mately choose 20 to 30 re- 
gional coalitions for up to 
$100 million in grants that 
could shape manufactur- 
Ing, clean energy and life 
sciences hubs around the 
country. Twelve of the fi- 
nalists were from places 
tied to the coal industry. 

The finalists were predomi- 
nantly coalitions made up 
of government, academic 
and economic. partner- 
ships. They will receive 


Biden admin reveals 60 finalists for $1B 
in economic grants 


$500,000 each to help plan 
for the next round, with 
applications due in March. 
The deadline for choosing 
the winners is September. 
Among the city-led final- 
ists are: Indianapolis; New- 
ark, New Jersey; Tucson, 
Arizona; Manchester, New 
Hampshire; Phoenix; and 
New Orleans. The finalists 
also include universities 
in Alabama, Maine, Mis- 
sissiopl, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia and Kansas. There 
are also economic part- 





Wind turbines dwarf nearby buildings June 30, 2021, in 
Okarche, Okla. 


nershios and industry-spe- 
cific organizations 


Associated Press 


as the Wisconsin Paper 
such Council.L) 
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Kenny Sanford exits his mother-in-law’s apartment through a collapsed wall Saturday, Dec. 11, 
2021, in Mayfield, Ky. 


Associated Press 


EXPLAINER: Was tornado outbreak 
related to climate change? 


By S. NAISHADHAMAssoci- 
ated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
calendar said December 
but the warm moist air 
screamed of springtime. 
Add an eastbound storm 
front guided by a La Nina 
weather pattern into that 
mismatch and it soawned 
tornadoes that killed doz- 
ens over five U.S. states. 
Tornadoes in December 
are unusual, but not un- 
heard of. B ut the ferocity 
and path length of Friday 
night’s tornadoes likely put 
them in a category of their 
own, meteorologists say. 
One of the twisters — if it is 
confirmed to have been 
just one likely broke a near- 
ly 100-year-old record for 
how long a tornado stayed 
on the ground in a path of 
destruction, experts said. 
“One word: remarkable; 
unbelievable would be an- 
other,” s aid Northern Illinois 


University meteorology pro- 
fessor Victor Gensini. “It was 
really a late spring type of 
setup in in the middle of De- 


cember.” Warm weather 
was a crucial ingredient in 
this tornado outbreak, but 
whether climate change 
is a factor is not quite as 
clear, meteorologists say. 
Scientists say figuring out 
how climate change is af- 
fecting the frequency of 
tornadoes is complicated 
and their understanding Is 
still evolving. But they do 
say the atmospheric condi- 
tions that give rise to such 
outbreaks are intensifying 
in the winter as the planet 
warms. And tornado alley 
is shifting farther east away 
from the Kansas-Oklahoma 
area and into states where 
Friday’s killers hit. 

Here’s a look at what's 
known about Friday’s tor- 
nado outbreak and the 
role of climate change in 
such weather events. 
WHAT CAUSES A TORNADO? 
Tornadoes are whirling, ver- 
tical air columns that form 
from thunderstorms and 
stretch to the ground. They 
travel with ferocious soeed 
and lay waste To every- 





Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


thing in their path. 
Thunderstorms occur when 
denser, drier cold air Is 
oushed over warmer, hu- 
mid air, conditions scien- 
tists call atmospheric insta- 
bility. As that happens, an 
updraft is created when 
the warm air rises. When 
winds vary in soeed or di- 
rection at different alti- 
tudes a condition known 
as wind shear the updraft 
will start to spin. These 
changes in winds produce 
the spin necessary for a tor- 
nado. For especially strong 
tornadoes, changes are 
needed in both the wind’s 
soeed and direction. 
“When considerable varia- 
tion in wind is found over 
the lowest few thousand 
feet of the atmosphere, 
tornado-producing ‘SU- 
oercell thunderstorms’ are 
possible,” said Paul Mar- 
kowski, professor of me- 
teorology at Pennsylvania 
State University. “That's 
what we had yesterday.” 
There’s usually a lot of 
wind shear in the winter 
because of the big differ- 
ence in temperature and 
air pressure between the 
equator and the Arctic, 
Gensini said. 

But usually, there’s not a 
lot of instability in the win- 
ter that’s needed for tor- 
nadoes because the air 
isn't as warm and humid, 
Gensini said. This time there 
was.) 
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HTTA 

Do you want to sell your 

Time -share, Condo or house? 
Call the experts 36 years of do- 
ing honest 

Business 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm beach 

2 BR penthouse week 49 
room#/70 

30 weeks remain $18 K 

2 BR week 50 room # 630/631 
32 weeks remain $18 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1 BR WK # 52 room #401 
26 weeks remain 

Price : $12 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR week # 51 room 
#2205/2206 

24 weeks remain $18 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 18 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio week # 1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador wings 

( casa del mar ) 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 52 room # 
1235/1427 

Price : $ 10 K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


lassifieds 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR week # 51 room # 2530 
Ocean view $ 11 K 

1 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2314 

Garden view $ 22K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

la Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle beach 

1 BR week # 49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week # 50 room # 308 A 
Price : $5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2548 

Price : $60 K both weeks 

3 BR week 51 room #1506 $25K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

3 Bedroom 2 bath Ocean view 
Price : $340 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season ( week 18 to 50 ) 
1 BR Ocean View $6 K 
Platinum season (week 51 to 
eg 

2 BR ocean front $ 27 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf club 

Palm beach 

Gold season (week 18 to 50 ) 
2 Bedroom Ocean View $9K 
Platinum plus 

2 BR, 2 Bath Ocean front 
Week 51 and 52 

Price : $ 160 K both weeks 
Call: 01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra Del Sol Golf 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view Fully furnished 
With garage $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR 1 1/2 bath week 49 and 50 
On the 6th floor with 29 weeks 
remain 

$8 K each week 

1 BR 1 bath week 50 

14th floor with 31 weeks remain 
$8 K 

Call :011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Please keep 
your 
distance 





HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 290 K 
3 Bedroom , 3 Bath $480 K 
2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le Vent on eagle beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 5th floor $ 
800K 

3 Bedroom 2 bath ground floor 
$800K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Platinum Floating weeks 

1 bedroom / studio 

18 / 25 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214905 


Rental Timeshare 
Caribbean Palm Village 
2 Bedroom week 52 
Dec. 25 - Jan. 1, 2022 
Price: $3,000 
Call: 5638366 
214847 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


es =) jose) ,< 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Review: Leo, JLaw are trying to warn us in ‘Don't Look Up’ 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 

AP National Writer 

You know you're in deep 
doodoo when that planet- 
destroying comet on a col- 
lision Course with Earth isn’t 
your biggest problem. 

Your biggest problem: 
You're the scientist who dis- 
covered the darned thing 
but nobody has the pa- 
tience or the bandwidth or 
the political will to believe 
it. And it’s coming. In six 
months. That’s a fact. 

That the comet is a stand-in 
for climate change Is hardly 
a secret going into “Don’t 
Look Up,” Adam McKay's 
exceedingly watchable, 
funny and star-studded yet 
somewhat chaotic satire. 
For one thing, Its star is Leon- 
ardo DiCaprio, for whom 
climate change awareness 
is GQ passion. 

What becomes clear soon 
enough is that the film is 
also about the pandemic, 
and vaccine resistance, 
and the tendency in Amer- 
ican society for issues that 
have nothing to do with 
politics to become hope- 
lessly political. 

“Don't Look Up” sees McK- 
ay (“Anchorman: The Leg- 
end of Ron Burgundy” and 
“Talladega Nights”) return- 
ing to comedy after turning 
to darker, political themes 
in “The Big Short,” about 
the 2008 financial crisis, and 
“Vice,” his Dick Cheney bi- 
OpIc. 

As those last two films 
showed, McKay's filmmak- 
ing can be dazzling, brainy 


a 





This image released by Netflix shows Leonardo DiCaprio as Dr. Randall Mindy and Jennifer 
Lawrence as Kate Dibiasky in a scene from “Don’t Look Up.” 


and so fast-moving that one 
had beitter not sneeze for 
even a moment. The mate- 
rial is less dense here — the 
utter simplicity of a comet 
headed toward Earth is the 
whole point, really — and 
nobody suddenly launches 
into iambic pentameter, 
as Christian Bale and Amy 
Adams memorably did in 
“Vice” (although come to 
think of it, there are actors 
here who'd be perfect — 
we have Meryl Streep and 
Mark Rylance, for heaven's 
sake). 

But while | enjoyed the mix 
of humor and emotion (and 
outright terror) — there are 
laugh-out-loud moments 
and also deeply poignant 


ones — some might find the 
tonal shifts a bit jarring. Per- 
haps amore valid nit to pick 
is that the the jampacked 
scriot doesn’t quite do alll 
these movie stars justice. 
And what a group McKay 
has assembled: DiCaprio, 
Jennifer Lawrence, Streep, 
Cate Blanchett, Rylance, 
Jonah Hill, Timothee Cha- 
lamet, Tyler Perry, among 
others. Not to mention Ari- 
ana Grande, who nails her 
performance of a hilarious 


theme song. 
We begin at Michigan 
State University, where, 


in a terrific pre-credits se- 
quence, astronomy grad 
student Kate Dibiasky (Law- 
rence, feisty and funny 


Associated Press 


and perfect), doing some 
telescope work one day, Is 
stunned to realize she’s dis- 
covered a come}t. 

But when her mentor, Prof. 
Randall Mindy (DiCaprio, 
toning down his charisma to 
portray a nerdy academic 
prone to panic attacks), 
does some calculations, he 
can't believe his eyes: The 
“olanet killer” comet will hit 
Earth in six months. 

Soon the pair are in touch 
with the Planetary Defense 
Coordination Office (a real 
thing), and flying to Wash- 
ington to meet with the 
self-involved, inept and 
somewhat corrupt Presi- 
dent Orlean (Streep, with 
20-something hair and 


pointy red glasses). In the 
Oval Office, nobody is too 
worried, least of all Orlean’s 
insufferable son and chief 
of staff, Jason (an obnox- 
iously funny Hill, clearly im- 
provising much of the time). 
Jason is particularly doubt- 
ful because Randall and 
Kate are not lvy Leaguers: 
Watch JLaw offer to show 
her SAT scores. 

As for POTUS, who’s in the 
middie of a scandal with 
her Supreme Court nomi- 
nee, she has one, impa- 
tient question: “OK, what’s 
the ASK here?” 

The only choice is to go to 
the media. That doesn't go 
too well either. On a popu- 
lar morning show, The Daily 
Rio, the hosts (Tyler Perry 
and Cate Blanchett, hav- 
ing lots of fun) don’t get the 
point either, and the mes- 
sage gets lost amid memes 
about Randall's nerdy at- 
tractiveness and Kate’s 
on-air explosion (“We're all 
gonna die!” she screams.) 
Meanwhile, an attempted 
lifesaving mission onto the 
comet — a la “Armagea- 
don” — encounters its own 
oroblems. And then tech 
billionaire Peter Isherwall 
gets involved. Rylance, 
masterful at playing strange 
Types, has perhaps never 
looked or sounded quite 
this weird, with his perfect 
hair and too-white teeth. 
Through this not-quite-de- 
veloped character, McKay 
conveys his obvious disdain 
for the billionaires currently 
cavorting in soace.) 
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This photo’ provided by 
Time magazine shows Elon 
Musk on the cover of the 
magazine’s Dec. 27 - Jan 
3 double issue announcing 
Musk as their 2021 “Person 
of the Year.” 

Associated Press 


Time magazine's “Person of the Year” is 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Calling 
him a “clown, genius, ed- 
gelord, visionary, industrial- 
ist, Showman,” Time maga- 
zine has named Tesla CEO 
Elon Musk as its Person of 
the Year for 2021. 

Musk, who Is also the found- 
er and CEO space explo- 
ration company Spacex, 
recently passed Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos as the 
world’s wealthiest person 
as the rising price of Tesla 
pushing his net worth to 
around $300 billion. Time 
cited the breadth of Musk’s 
endeavors, from his found- 
ing of SoacexX in 2002, to his 


hand in the creation of the 
alternative energy com- 
pany SolarCity in addition 
to Tesla, the most valuable 
car company in the world. 
The magazine also noted 
the sway Musk holds over 
an army of loyal followers 
(and investors) on social 
media, where he skewers 
the powerful and also regu- 
lators attempting to keep in 
check an executive that is 
far from traditional. Before 
his 66 million followers on 
Twitter, he offers outlandish 
assistance to the world and 
drives even his own follow- 
ers and investors mad by 
roiling markets. 


Though it only became 
profitable in recent years, 
Tesla is far and away the 
world’s most valuable car 
company, at one point 
this year crossing the $1 tril- 
lion market capitalization 
threshold. Detroit heavy- 
weights Ford and General 
Motors are worth less than 
$200 billion combined. 
NASA has contracted with 
SpaceX to use Starship for 
delivering astronauts to the 
lunar surface as early as 
2025. Musk said he plans 
to use the reusable ships to 
eventually land people on 
Mars. 

Musk, a prolific tweeter, 


Elon Musk 


has used the social media 
platform to challenge gov- 
ernment regulators and 
politicians, offers outlandish 
assistance to the world and 
drives even his own inves- 
tors mad by roiling markets. 
Time highlighted Musk’s 
recent admission to his 66 
million Twitter followers that 
half his tweets were “made 
on a porcelain throne.” In 
its profile of the provoca- 
tive CEO, Time went on to 
chronicle one of those toi- 
let tweet storms in detail 
before concluding: “This 
is the man who aspires to 
save our planet and get us 
a new one fo inhabit.) 
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Analysis: Bad NFL teams getting blown out | is a common theme 


By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Josh AI- 
len wouldn't let Tom Brady 
and the Tampa Bay BUCCcoa- 
neers cruise to a lopsided 
victory after the Buffalo Bills 
fell behind by 21 points at 
halftime. 

Allen led an impressive 
comeback with his arm 
and legs to force overtime 
before Brady connected 
with Breshad Perriman for 
a 58-yard catch-and-run 
touchdown to win It. 
Several other teams didn't 
show Buffalo's fight on Sun- 
day. Most had less at stake. 
Seven games were decid- 
ed by 15 or more points, in- 
cluding five by at least 20. 
Considering the teams on 
the losing end, it wasn't a 
surprise. 

The Lions (1-11-1), Jag- 
vars (2-11), Texans (2-11), 
Jets (3-10) and Giants (4- 
9) were outscored 158-53. 
They'll soend the final four 
weeks fighting for draft po- 
sitioning, and on the wrong 
side of more routs. 


‘It's going to flip," Jets 
coach Robert Saleh prom- 
ised after a 30-9 loss to 
New Orleans. ‘This crappy 
part is part of the process, 
but at the same time it's 
not discouraging by any 
sense of the imagination 
because weve got a lot 
of young guys getting a 
lot of good playing time. 
And | promise you they're 
learning from all this." Jets 
fans can't be blamed for 
being skeptical. New York 
will miss the playoffs for the 
11th straight year and has 
had only one winning sea- 
son in that span. Coming 
off Its first win of the season, 
Detroit stayed close for a 
half in Denver. The Broncos 
then pulled away for a 38- 
10 win. They've been saying 
the same thing for decades 
in Detroit. The Lions haven't 
won a playoff game since 
1992. 

The dysfunctional Jag- 
vars lost 20-0 at Tennes- 
see following a report that 
rookie coach Urban Meyer 
and his staff aren't getting 


es 


along. Jacksonville has just 
one winning season in the 
last 14 years yet has suf- 
fered more embarrassment 
Under Meyer in only 13 
games. 

‘It hasn't exactly material- 
ized the way | expected it 
to have, the experience 
of winning games," said 
Meyer, a three-time na- 
tional champion at Florida 
and Ohio State who has 





Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) throws 
an interception to Tennessee Titans cornerback Kristian Fulton 
(26) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, 
Dec. 12, 2021, in Nashville, Tenn. 


Associated Press 


learned it's not easy to win 
In The NEL. 

The Texans fell to the Se- 
ahawks 33-13, their 23rd loss 
in 22 games. They couldn't 
win with Deshaun Watson 
last year. They can't win 
with him getting paid to sit 
out games this season. 
Houston visits Jacksonville 
next week. The winner may 
be the real loser for drop- 
ping a spot in the draft or- 


der. 

The Giants are one loss 
away from securing their 
fifth straight losing season 
and eighth in nine years af- 
ter a 37-21 loss to the Char- 
gers. The biggest question 
in New York will be coach 
Joe Judge's job security af- 
ter only two seasons. 

‘Lam the head coach and 
everything in this program 
reflects on me," Judge said. 
"| will never shy away from 
that. | do not make any ex- 
cuses and! do not hide from 
that either. |am not a finger 
pointer. |am not an excuse 
maker and | am never try- 
ing to deflect anything. In 
terms of the direction the 
program Is going, there Is a 
lot of things that | see week 
after week with our players 
and where we are going 
that | am encouraging alll 
the way. Sometimes that Is 
tough to see externally, but 
these are the key founda- 
tional pieces that are be- 
ing put in place and we 
are making lots of progress 
going forward."} 
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On road to 5th Olympics, White finds the risk is worth It 


By EDDIE PELLS 

AP National Writer 

COPPER MOUNTAIN, Colo. 
(AP) — One of Shaun 
White's greatest fears is 
finding himself upside- 
down above a halfpipe 
with no idea where he's go- 
ing to land. 

Time and again over two 
decades, he has decided 
the risk is worth It. 

As he embarked this month 
on the quest to make his 
fifth Olympics, the world's 
most famous halfpipe rider 
says living a life full of cal- 
culated risks is still part of 
his DNA — a mindset that, 
these days, is less taken for 
granted in all-or-nothing 
sports such as his than it 
was amere 12 months ago. 
‘I've been lost in the air 
before, and it's terrifying,” 
White said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
"Youre flying around and 
you don't know where you 
are and you're hoping 
for the best. The sky color 
matches the color of the 
snow. We never really had 
a name for that. | was in- 
trigued when | heard they 
call it the ‘twisties' in gym- 
nastics." 

Simone Biles' decision to pull 
out of the women's team 
final at the Tokyo Games 
earlier this year resonated 
with athletes throughout 
the world, including White, 
and advanced the conver- 
sation about many of the 
mental health challenges 
Olympians face. 

Just as twisting and somer- 
saulting over a vault can 
be a life-threatening en- 
deavor, doing the same 
over an icy, rock-hard half- 
pipe is among the most 
dangerous of Olympic pur- 
suits. White was famously 
helicoptered off the half- 
pipe in New Zealand after 
a grisly wreck in the run- 
up to the 2018 Olympics. 
When he overcame the 
62-stitch injury to his face 
and won the gold medal 
in Pyeongchang, it marked 
a stunning crescendo to a 
comeback that even he 
wasn't sure was possible. 
White believes the key fo 
an athlete putting him or 
herself at risk over and over 
again is knowing you're do- 
ing It for the right reasons — 
a key component missing 
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Shaun White, of United States, makes a run in the halfpipe finals, Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021, during the U.S. Grand Prix snowboarding 


event at Copper Mountain, Colo. 


from Biles’ mindset when 
she stepped away. 

‘It's scary to be out there 
alone,” White said. “And 
when you go out and do 
that, you want it to be your 
choice. You don't want to 
feel like you have to do this 
because of some reason 
other than, ‘Hey, | want to 
do this." 

The stakes will be every bit 
as high, if not higher, this 
year. A triple cork jump — 
involving 1620 degrees of 
spin above the halfpipe — 
could very well be the trick 
needed to win the Olym- 
pics. If involves another 
half-revolution of spin than 
the back-to-back 1440s 
that White used to win in 
South Korea. White used to 
practice the triple cork into 
an air bag, but nobody has 
yet pulled it off in a high- 
stakes Contest. 

Meanwhile, at the season's 
first Olympic = qualifying 
event this week, everyone 
saw the risks involved. In 
Saturday's final of the U.S. 
Grand Prix, Japanese rider 
Raibu Katayama had to be 
taken by sled off the course 
after hitting his head and 
neck on the lip of the half- 
pipe. 

Earlier in the week, freeskier 


Connor Ladd was taken to 
a hospital in Denver after 
suffering a traumatic head 
injury. His family said Ladd 
has made progress but has 
a long journey ahead. 
Another freeskier, Gus Ken- 
worthy, pulled out of the 
contest. He said it's not un- 
common for action-sport 
athletes to get lost in the 
air. 

'| didn't have a sense of 
where the sky and the 
ground and everything 
was, and that's why | pulled 
out, said Kenworthy, who 
won the silver medal in 
slopestyle in 2014. 

White withdrew from snow- 
boarding's Olympic slope- 
style contest in 2014 — part 
of a Russian adventure that 
turned out nothing like he'd 
hoped. 

‘It was hard and it was 
harsh," White said. "| got a 
bunch of backlash from 
other competitors saying 
| chickened out. But | had 
to be confident with myself 
and say, 'You know, look, 
this is the comfort level, and 
it's not there.” 

White also finished fourth 
in the halfoioe that year. 
The setbacks forced him 
to step back and rethink 
what made him love snow- 


boarding, and all the risk 
that comes with it, in the 
first place. 

Part of the mission between 
2014-18 was to get back to 
the top, and do it without 
SO MuUCh noise from the out- 
side — sponsors, business 
orojects and the like. 

It's like that again this time 
around but with an even 
tighter-knit feel. 

He's working with his broth- 
er, Jesse, again, and is in 
a relationship with actress 
Nina Dobrev, whom he met 
at a motivational seminar. 
Now 35 and with the end of 
his career much closer than 
the beginning, White says 
he's entering this Olympic 
journey with a refined per- 
spective on what's really 
important. 

In his teens and 20s, he 
battled against cynics who 
wondered why he was de- 
voting his life — putting his 
life on the line, in fact — for 
a sport that was not ac- 
cepted in the mainstream. 
He coupled that with a de- 
sire to show that not only 
was he in a legit sport, but 
that he was the best at it, 
and that, yes, you could 
become rich and famous 
doing It. 

"After a while, drawing from 
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that same fuel of motiva- 
tion isn't sustainable," he 
said. "So then, you go, 'OK, 
cool, what else is there?’ 
And then | look and see 
things that are important 
to me: Being a good friend. 
Being someone who others 
can count on.! had to take 
this hard look at what | was 
doing, and now, this under- 
standing of who | am in the 
greater picture has really 
helped me with everything. 
With feeling content." 
Don't get him wrong. He'd 
still like TO win on Feb. 11, 
the day the gold medal is 
awarded on the mountains 
outside of Beijing. 

If he does, it will add to an 
already legendary trophy 
case. If he doesn't — well, 
it won't be the first time he's 
come up short. 

Perhaps the biggest tri- 
Uumph, he says, has already 
been secured. He's still do- 
ing this at age 35, and he's 
ready to give everything in 
a quest for a fifth Olympics 
because he's doing it for 
the right reasons. 

"I'm feeling motivated and 
I'm feeling like | can," White 
said. "It's a different feeling 
but the drive and the moti- 
vation is there." 


